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SMOKING POLICY

Reviewed June 2009  

 1. Friends’ School is a non-smoking site. All employees of the School, outside contractors, parents, visitors and pupils are expected to respect this policy.

2. Smoking on the site is a breach of contract and a disciplinary offence for all employees of the School. The only exception to this is for resident staff who may smoke in their own accommodation.

3. Support, encouragement, practical help and counselling are offered to all those members of the community who wish to give up smoking.

4. Pupils are given information about the dangers of smoking as part of our Health Education programme. They are encouraged to develop the skills to resist peer group and media pressure and to make their own choices based on accurate information through the Personal and Social Education Curriculum.

5. Smoking and possession of cigarettes by pupils is a serious breach of school rules and the following sanctions will be applied to either offence committed in any school term, with parents being informed by letter:


*First offence - one hour of detention – litter picking or equivalent

*Second offence - two hours of detention – litter picking or equivalent


Third and subsequent offences in a term - 24 hours’ suspension

 * For reasons of health and safety, smoking in the Boarding Houses will be treated more seriously and pupils will face suspension from school for 24 hours for each offence.

6. If pupils are caught in the presence of smokers, or with a lighter or matches, a letter home arranging an hour’s detention will be sent. All smoking materials will be confiscated.

7. The rules about smoking apply to pupils at any time whilst under the School’s jurisdiction. 

(This includes day pupils from the time they arrive at school to when they leave in the evening and whenever they are in uniform; boarders at all times unless on weekend leave; and pupils involved in extra curricular events including school trips).

8. Special conditions for sixth formers – please see over: 

For students in the sixth form the same sanctions exist should they be found smoking ( or in the company of smokers) on the campus. However, we recognise that sixth formers may make the choice to smoke off campus, with written parental permission, on the following conditions:

i. That they use discretion at all times, and do not at any time or in any way bring the name or reputation of the School into disrepute.

ii. When smoking they should not be within the vicinity of the School campus.

iii. They must not cause any inconvenience or discourtesy to any neighbour of the School by their smoking.

iv. They must not smoke in the company of pupils in lower years, whether in or out of uniform.

v. They may only smoke when free of their class and study commitments and from their other school responsibilities.

Should sixth formers break any of these conditions, they will be liable to the same penalties as younger pupils.
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