FRIENDS SCHOOL SAFFRON WALDEN

STATEMENT ON SEX EDUCATION

We hope to fulfil the requirements of the 1986 Education Act for the maintained sector, so that:

"Sex Education is given in such a manner as to encourage pupils to have due regard to moral considerations and the value of family life."

Section 46.

We believe that young people have the right to know about how their bodies work, to learn about relating to other people and about protecting themselves from unwanted sexual advances, unwanted pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases.

Our detailed aims, therefore, are:

a. To combat ignorance and increase understanding. To provide honest information about the physical, emotional and social aspects of human sexual development, and to discuss the nature of love, personal relationships and family life.

b. To promote responsible behaviour and increase individual responsibility for sexual behaviour in order that neither one's own nor one's partner's body are hurt. This includes not passing on sexually transmitted diseases, initiating unwanted pregnancies, nor forcing unwanted sexual activity on other people.

c. To combat exploitation by promoting an awareness of the misuse of sex both in personal relationships and for commercial profit.

d. To promote the ability to make informed decisions by helping pupils to determine their own values within a moral and spiritual framework. To enable pupils to recognise the pressure of groups or individuals to behave in certain ways and develop strategies for coping with them.

e. To facilitate communication on sexual matters and to provide an accepted vocabulary for discussing sex.

f. To help pupils to make decisions about their sexual behaviour which will be beneficial to themselves and their partners.

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from Sex Education Lessons. Please contact  the Head, if you wish to do this.
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